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Body Language Gets People Talking

What does it mean to be human? How does our physical form enable our health and our interactions with our environment and others? How do various philosophies and cultures interpret the human experience? How does imposing external boundaries and artificial systems mould and restrict our well-being? What is it that creates meaning in our lives?  How do we communicate within and beyond our bodies?

The upcoming exhibition “Body Language” enables us to discuss and explore these and more questions, as it showcases the artworks of local artist and medical illustrator Kathryn Skelsey. The exhibition demonstrates Skelsey’s interest in medical science and alternative therapy, linguistics, symbols and systems, and displays her skill in life drawing and watercolour painting, to create of this collection of beautiful figurative artworks.

While investigating biology and anatomy during her physiotherapy university training, and then exploring life drawing during her fine arts degree, Skelsey developed a comprehensive understanding and enduring endearment for the form and function of the human body, and its links with the mind, emotions and spirit. She has since incorporated her love for literary wordplay and meaning, her respect and fascination for alternative therapies, disciplines and body systems such as the yogic chakras, and her personal experience as both a therapist and patient to develop her artistic concepts and expressions.

Skelsey explains; ”The human body, mind, emotions and spirit work on ‘language’ systems that are unique, loaded with meaning, and often unfathomable.  Just as verbal and written communication is more than just letters, words and paragraphs, and only functions fully when meaning is applied, so the human body is more than simply cells, bones, muscles, and organs. I have always been fascinated by human physiology, as it enables communication between its various internal systems to create a working living whole, and to interact meaningfully and efficaciously with the body’s external environment, and with others in that environment.”

This exhibition traces an illuminating and inspiring path from Skelsey’s early life drawings, through her academic conceptual explorations to her current medical illustration career, in the form of her freelance business HealthArt Illustration ( http://www.kathrynskelsey.com ). “Body Language” examines the essence of being human, and the messages that we give out and receive; to care, learn, influence and communicate.
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Exhibition Opening:

Date: Saturday 4 April 2009

Time: 1pm - 3pm

RSVP: 02 9330 6444

Exhibition Dates:

4 - 30 April 2009

Venue:

Dragon’s Lair Gallery

Hurstville City Museum and Gallery

14 MacMahon Street

Hurstville NSW 2220

Museum Hours:

Tuesday - Thursday: 10am - 4pm

1st and 4th Saturday of the month 

i.e. 4 and 25 April: 10am - 3pm
